Temple University

Projects/Initiatives that support the
 Inclusion of students with a disability.

Project EDIT

Project EDIT - Embracing Diversity Through Inclusive Teaching, is an innovative pilot program funded by the Verizon Foundation combining the expertise of Disability Resources & Services and the University Teaching and Learning Center; it brings together fifteen Temple faculty members enthusiastic about excellence in teaching and learning – particularly about meeting the learning needs of all their students and taking advantage of their diverse abilities, backgrounds, and experiences. Over the course of 2009/10, this multi-disciplinary group formed a diverse learning community through participation in training activities, observation of one another’s classes, online discussion, reflection, and collaboration on how to meet the challenges of inclusive teaching in concrete situations.

During the fall 2009 term, participants attended workshops on such topics as: strategies for inclusive teaching; effective uses of instructional technologies; how to use multiple means to present course content, engage students, and assess their learning; and how to cultivate a positive and comfortable learning environment. Group members experimented with techniques and strategies to improve upon what they already do. Their goal for the Spring 2010 term was be to craft courses that are maximally accessible to diverse learners, and consequently, fun and gratifying for everyone involved.

Project ACCESS TU

Project Access TU developed and assessed the preliminary effectiveness of a web based video intervention program to teach students with a disability how to request academic accommodations of their instructors. Access TU was a collaborative project between the Special Education Program in the College of Education and Disability Resources and Services. Access TU features video units with students from Temple University who describe self-advocacy strategies. In the units, students discuss the legal rights of individuals with disability, critical aspects of how to disclose a disability, how to request an appropriate accommodation, and how to use effective communication strategies with their instructors. The video is available to view at www.temple.edu/disability 
Adapted Recreation

Temple University Campus Recreation offers extracurricular opportunities for students with a disability because physical activity and social health both play an important role in college life.  The goals of the Adapted Recreation program are:

· To introduce students to lifelong leisure skills;

· To promote total participation in college life.

Throughout the year additional events maybe offered that seek to highlight the abilities of the diverse population at Temple University. Such activities may include tennis clinics, rowing, road racing, and hand cycling. Tandem biking is also available for visually impaired students. www.temple.edu/campusrec 
The Charlotte W. Newcombe Foundation

The Charlotte W. Newcombe Foundation continues the legacy of Mrs. Newcombe, who was unable to attend college because of a visual impairment, by assisting students with a disability in their quest for higher education. Temple University receive a grant from the Foundation and are responsible for selection of recipients and for scholarship administration, following guidelines established by the Foundation. 

These awards support completion of degrees by students with a disability who have documented financial need. In addition, these funds are intended to offset disability-related expenses that lie beyond the institution’s accommodation mandates and are not coverable by public disability agencies or other financial resources. 
In 2009/10, DRS administered approximately $40,000 in support to students with a disability. 
Project FWRP: Federal Workforce Recruitment Program.  

Disability Resources & Services and the Temple Career Center have partnered with FWRP since 1996, assisting students with a disability to secure federal internships and full-time employment. 9 out of 10 students interviewed in 2009 were offered a paid internship.

FWRP is the university’s premiere internship program for students with a disability who are eager to prove their abilities in the workplace through summer or permanent jobs.  The program connects federal sector employers nationwide with highly motivated postsecondary students and is open to all college majors and includes freshmen, graduate and professional students.  To learn more about the Federal Workforce Recruitment Program go to www.wrp.gov
FWRP Offers:

· Opportunity to sharpen interview skills 

· Full-Time Paid Internships

· Opportunity to market skills to potential employers across the United States.   

· Scholarship stipends

· Valuable skills and experience for future employment.  

· Marketable employment experience to your college resume

· Many participants in this internship opportunity have gone on to secure full time employment with the Federal Government. 

Project ERGO

A collaboration between Computer Services, School of Occupational Therapy and DRS on assessing the distribution and use of ergonomic computing hardware in the Tech Center. The data gathered was presented to computer services and will contribute to the implementation of ergonomic hardware across the University for the benefit of all students, including students with a disability. www.temple.edu/ergo 
Project RETAIN

A project dedicated to early intervention and retention of freshmen and transfer students with a disability. 

· Reach-Out to all freshmen and transfer students who register with DRS at 2, 4 and 6 week intervals in their first semester

· Enquire about their academic progress and use of reasonable accommodations

· Take appropriate action - schedule follow up appointment with DRS counselor or other appropriate Temple University support professional

· Assess students' satisfaction with DRS and reasonable accommodation process

· Inform students of other critical information about University services and supports available to them

· Note all information on student database as well as non-subject identifier database for reporting statistical analysis on a semester basis. Information will guide development of future practices in DRS.

Project REMOTE

Project REMOTE researched and developed the systems required to enable remote sign language interpreting and CART provision for deaf students at Temple University. This contributed to the quality of and access to sign language interpreting and CART for deaf students at Temple. 

· Research current teaching technologies to provide ASL interpretation remotely to deaf students at Temple. 

· Engage with University partners (DRS, Provost Office, Distance Learning Program, Faculty and Students) on developing necessary connections both technical and personal to make remote interpreting a reality for deaf students at Temple. 

· Mobilize project resources to maximum benefit 

· Offer in-depth student input to the design of the system to ensure equity of access. 

· Test System to ensure stability and ease of use for faculty, interpreter and student. 

· Educate faculty, interpreter and students in use of system. 

Project Read & Write Gold

In collaboration with Computer Services, the University purchased and made software application freely available to all students, faculty and staff in the University. The software is beneficial to students who use English as a Second Language, and/or struggle with organization, reading fluency or comprehension. Its text-to-speech, auditory dictionary, writing tools and research aids assist students of all abilities to reach their highest potential. 
Temple university is one of a few Universities internationally who has made this software available freely to all members of our Community. 

Project Browse Aloud 

In collaboration with Computer Services, Project Browse Aloud now enables Temple websites to ‘talk’ in the following languages English, French, German, Italian and Spanish with more languages due in 2011. 
Browse Aloud Software simply reads web pages out loud. It is beneficial to anyone who has difficulty reading online, including people with mild visual impairments, low literacy, English as a Second Language, or learning disabilities such as dyslexia. Once installed, end users can hover over a selection of text and Browse Aloud will highlight the words and read them out loud.

This software has allowed Temple University to join a growing number of Universities Worldwide that is voice enabling their websites in many different languages. 
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